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Ringing in a new and final 
term for District 7

Commissioner Xavier L. Suarez pledged his service to Miami-Dade County for 
his second term. Son, City of Miami Commissioner Francis Suarez supported 
his father during the Swearing Ceremony which included Dade County Mayor 
and the 12 other County Commissioners.

Miami Dade County Commissioner Xavier Suarez visited with Dade 
Delegation members to discuss the County’s priorities and the “Envelopes 
of Safety” initiative.
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More than 27 nonprofits 
attended the inaugural 
“District 7 Nonprofit 
Academy” sponsored 
by Xavier L. Suarez, 
Miami-Dade County 
Commissioner and 
hosted by Miami Dade 
College at Gibson Plaza 
Community & Education 
Center in Coconut Grove.

District 7 
Nonprofit 
Training and 
Grant Funding

“The goal of the seminars was to empower small and 
community non-profits with information and support to 
enable them to achieve higher levels of success for clients, 
improving the communities in which they operate,” said 
Commissioner Suarez. Nonprofit workshops provided 
information about: The Art of Fundraising, Nonprofit 
Accounting. A Focus on Internal Controls, Media Relations 
for Nonprofits, Volunteer & Board Recruitment and 
Management. David Lawrence, Chair of The Children’s 
Movement of Florida and Miami Herald Editorial Board 
Director, Nancy Ancrum provided uplifting keynote speeches.

In the aftermath, 15 nonprofits submitted applications. All were 
funded. Congratulations to: Agape4Orphans International Inc., 
Avenues of Excellence, Inc., Coconut Grove Negro Women’s 
Club, Dream in Green, Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Biscayne Nature Center, Mind 
& Melody, NAMI Miami-Dade County, Sickle Cell Disease 
Association of Miami-Dade County, St. Paul CDC, The START 
Program, Thelma Gibson Health Initiative, Verbal Vitamins, 
Victory For Youth, Inc., and Virtual Relief.

Kathy Coppola from NAMI Miami-Dade County Inc. raises a question Saturday at the 
nonprofit academy.

Commissioner Xavier Suarez leads class at the 
nonprofit academy

Rep. Michael Bileca (R)

Sen. Daphne Campbell (D) Rep. Robert Ascencio (D)
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An example of before and after.  Commissioner Suarez and members of the community committed to improving the Grove. Thanks to the Coconut 
Grove Collaborative, Home Depot, Tenusa, Macedonia MBC Youth Group and citizens of the Grove who joined to ensure success. To volunteer, 
contact Bobby Alvarez in our Grove office at 305-694-3550.

District 7 launched its annual Mom and Pop 
small business grant program with a mandatory 
meeting and workshops on legal and 
accounting issues at no cost to neighborhood 
companies. Almost 50 businesses from 
the district submitted grant proposals to 
Neighbors and Neighbors Association (NANA) 
for consideration. The program was created 
in 1999 to provide financial and technical 
assistance to qualified small businesses, 
providing them with an opportunity to interact 
positively with local government. For more 
information call 305-756-0605.

NANA’s Mom and Pop 
Small Business Grant
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In his recent article featured in the Community Newspapers, 
Commissioner Suarez poses a serious question regarding the future 
of Miami-Dade’s plan to combat sea level rise: do we sink or swim? 
Noting a variety of factors that contribute to sea level rise, such as 
thermal expansion, the melting of ice caps, and tectonic plates shifting 
ocean depths, Commissioner Suarez notes that sea level rise is difficult 
to measure and that even when accounting for all these factors, models 
don’t always reflect the actual sea level increase realized.

Commissioner Xavier L. Suarez presents Envelopes of Safety 
to Miami-Dade County School Board, announcing support of a 
legislative initiative Item H-6 that offers staffing for the instructional 
programs. All School Board members, including sponsor Perla 
Tabares-Hantman and co-sponsor MariTere Rojas, expressed 
support. Board Chairman Dr. Larry Feldman listened to comments 
from: City of Miami Commissioner and League of Cities President 
Francis X. Suarez; well-known community activist and musician 
Luther Campbell; Children’s Trust Community Neighborhood 
Services Officer Donovan Lee-Sin.

Miami-Dade County Delegation Chair Jose Felix Diaz; State Sen. 
Daphne Campbell and State Representative Nick X. Duran lead State 
support. Superintendent Alberto Carvalho explained the background 
of the “envelopes of safety” and emphasized that “the aftermath of 
the shooting - which could have been a violent interruption in the lives 
of children - ended up leading to something wonderful, the purpose 
of which is to provide after-school instruction to all students, free of 
charge.”

School Board unanimously approves Expansion of “Envelopes of Safety” 
After-School Program for Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Despite the difficulty forecasting sea level rise, the Commissioner notes 
that worst-case scenario models show the possibility of a one foot rise 
in sea level rise - such a rise would cost over $6.4 billion in taxable real 
estate. Thus, Commissioner Suarez emphasizes: Miami-Dade County 
must take leadership in protecting its future, or risk sinking. Read the 
full article: http://communitynewspapers.com/south-miami/sink-or-
swim/. Visit http://www.miamidade.gov/planning/resilience.asp and 
contact the Office of Resilience to be a part of our efforts to prepare 
Miami for the potential impact of sea level rise.

At 121 years old, Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church of Miami, Inc. 
based in Coconut Grove, FL is one of the oldest churches in Miami-Dade 
County. The church was founded by 56 Black members in 1895 when 
they left Union Chapel (Plymouth Congregational Church). The church 
was given its current name May 22, 1922, formerly known as Fifty-six 
Baptist Church and St. Agnes. Reverend Rudolph Daniels has been the 
Pastor of Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church of Miami, Inc. for 33 
years (since 1983).

Commissioner Xavier L. Suarez Honors One of 
Miami-Dade County’s Oldest Churches

Josie Goytisolo, City of Miami Commissioner Francis X. Suarez, Miami Dade County Public 
School Superintendent Alberto Carvalho, School Board Members:  Perla Tabares-Hantman, 
Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall, MariTere Rojas, Luther Campbell, Tucker Elementary 
Principal Annette DeGoti, and Donovan Lee-Sin, Children’s Trust.



Housing Solutions

Commissioner Suarez called on Coconut Grove citizens and leaders to 
come alongside City and County officials to identify short and long-term 
solutions/strategies for the Grove’s housing crisis.
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With support from Miami-Dade Commissioner Xavier Suarez, Tucker 
Elementary has made a tremendous effort to put “books over bullets” 
since a nearby shooting left frightening bullet holes in a classroom. 
Commissioner Suarez’s office invited WPLG-Ch. 10 to donate books 
to the school. 1,200 books were delivered. Local 10 News reporter 
Todd Tongen read a book to a first-grade class before handing out 
books to each student. The Media Center is now fully stocked.

Books Over Bullets

TRANSIT INFORMATION 
Special Pass Products Add 
cash value to your Golden 
Passport, Patriot Passport, 
or Special Transportation 
Service EASY Card to pay 
for parking at Metrorail 
stations

Call: 786-469-5151 TTY/
TDD Users (persons who 
are deaf or hard of hearing): 
305-263-5475
 
Customer service agents are available Monday - Friday, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed on weekends and County
observed holidays.

Commissioner 
honors long-time 

Grove leader, 
Thelma Gibson on 
her 90th birthday.

Carmen Morris       Bobby Alvarez, Roger Pou, Valerie Trueba 
Newsletter Editor     Contributors          

Courage is what it takes to stand up and 
speak; courage is also what it takes to 
sit down and listen. 

Winston Churchill

District 7  Staff Contributors

Michael Pelaez (District 7 Staff), Commissioner Suarez, Mayte Padron (WPLG-Ch. 10), 
Carmen Morris (District 7 Staff), Mayor Carlos A. Gimenez

Todd Tongen (WPLG-Ch. 10)

Main Office
Stephen P. Clark Center
111 N.W. 1st Street, Suite 220
Miami, Florida 33128
Tel: (305) 375-5680

Coconut Grove Office 
Frankie Rolle Community Center 
3750 S. Dixie Highway, 
Miami, FL 33133 
Tel: (305) 694-3550

South Miami District Office 
South Miami City Hall 
6130 Sunset Drive, 
Miami, FL 33143 
Tel: (305)669-4003

district7@miamidade.gov 
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@XavierLSuarez1


